
EPISODE 1 
 
Beijing & surrounds 
URBAN: City Traffic, Subways and Ancient Sites 
 
It all begins in Beijing, the capital and most populous city in the world with a 
population of over 19 million.  Each competitor will be given a GPS device with the 
following markers and corresponding coordinates:- 
 
STAGE 1: 

The Beijing Central Business District (CBD) 
Skyscraper central with China’s World Trade Centre, TV Tower and the sprawling 
shopping district of Jianhua Soho to name a few. Known as the primary area for 
finance, media and business services the CBD has attracted over 100 Fortune 500 
companies. Riders must make their way over to the newly opened Beijing Television 
Station for an on camera challenge. Our host will quiz riders on the Chinese culture 
and based on their answers hand out coordinates to Tiananmen Square. Answer too 
many questions incorrectly and you can be penalized leading to delays.  

 
STAGE 2: 

Tiananmen Square - 39° 54′ 12″ N, 116° 23′ 30″ E 
Site of one of the most famous massacres in China’s modern history, Tiananmen is 
the largest city square in the world and it was here where Chairman Mao Zedong 
declared China as “The People’s Republic” in October of 1949. Riders meet up on 
Chang'an Avenue north of Tiananmen Square. They then must race over to the Line 
1 of the Beijing Subway and locate station markers underground that lead out to the 
square. Navigating this station filled with tourists and locals can be taxing for riders. 
They are handed coordinates to the Forbidden City once they resurface onto the 
square.  
 

STAGE 3: 
The Forbidden City - 39° 54′ 53″ N, 116° 23′ 26″ E 
The largest palace complex in the world, it served as China’s imperial palace, 
housing emperors and their fair collection of concubines and eunuchs for over 500 
years. Riders must find the Palace Museum and locate a list of artifacts that offer 
clues to the next coordinates. There is a shuttle drive to the next leg of the race at 
the Summer Palace. Spending too much time searching the museum will cause 
delays and can set a Rider up for elimination! 
 

STAGE 4: 
The Summer Palace - 39° 59′ 51″ N, 116° 16′ 8.04″ E 
A two hour drive from the Forbidden City is the Summer Palace, a UNESCO 
Heritage site famous for its impressive garden landscape. Riders make their way 
around Longevity Hill to locate the Seventeen Arch Bridge. Once there they must 
pull from the water a scroll with coordinates to the Temple of Heaven.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_1,_Beijing_Subway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_1,_Beijing_Subway


STAGE 5: 
The Temple of Heaven - 39° 52′ 56.07″ N, 116° 24′ 23.29″ E  
Eastwards from the palace is one of the most sacred sites in Beijing, the Temple Of 
Heaven. It was here where Ming and Qing dynasty emperors would visit for their 
annual prayers to the heavens. Riders are given a replicated Qing dynasty cloisonne 
dish filled with paper prayers to the heavens. They must walk briskly toward the 
temple and hand over all 9 paper prayers in the dish. Once complete it’s a race to 
the finish line at the Great Wall! 
 

STAGE 6: 
The Great Wall of China Badaling – 40° 21′ 15″ N, 116° 0′ 25″ E  
The most visited section of the Great Wall lies on the outskirts of Beijing at Badaling.  
This is where the leg ends and the racers times are revealed. Two slowest times 
must complete a challenge at the wall.  

 
The elimination challenge will be carried out along the Great Wall revealing the history 
of the locale.  Communication between the army units along the length of the Great 
Wall, including the ability to call reinforcements and warn garrisons of enemy 
movements, was of high importance. Watchtowers were strategically positioned at 
XXXX intervals along the wall and fires lit in them to send messages.  The two slowest 
riders to finish the leg will be timed to ride to five watchtowers to light a warning fire. The 
fastest to complete the watchtower challenge continues the rally, the loser goes home.  
 
Research –  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing_central_business_district 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_1,_Beijing_Subway 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chang%27an_Avenue 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bridge17span.jpg 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing_central_business_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_1,_Beijing_Subway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chang%27an_Avenue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bridge17span.jpg

